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Editorial

Editorial Board:

Throughout the history of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, women have invariably been pioneers in making
self-sacrifice and playing a brilliant role in bringing the
Islamic Revolution to fruition. Moreover, they have offered many martyrs in this sacred path and patiently
tolerated years of separation from their men who
were living in captivity as prisoners of war. Thus, their
part in protecting the independence and honor of
the country has been great and praiseworthy.
Even though women constitute half the population
of our country, but their contribution is by far more
than that since no man can attain to honorable life
and spiritual elevation without the support and selfsacrifice rendered by a pious and worthy woman.
To ignore the role of self-sacrificing women is, in
fact, a loss and a hindrance in the way of success.
Thus, now, on the eve of the 42nd anniversary of
the glorious victory of the Islamic Revolution, a congress is being held through the joint efforts of the
Foundation of Martyrs and Veterans Affairs and the
women’s section of the Presidential office to honor
and pay homage to martyred women and those who
have suffered disabilities or captivity while defending Islam and the country.
No doubt, the influential role of women in society
calls for serious research and studies in general, and
about those self-sacrificing women to them we certainly owe much, in particular.
The total number of female martyrs: 7364. The total number of war veterans: 8917
For your information, this issue of Mahjubah has
been especially published to honor the memory of
self-sacrificing women, who suffered a lot to defend
the Islamic values and their country.
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The Role of Women in the
Sacred Defence
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Imam Khomeini said about
the role of Iranian women in
the sacred defense: “Victorious and glorified be the Islamic
Movement of the great Iranian
women. How honorable is this
magnificent class of society who,
through their worthy and courageous presence at the scene of
the defense brought victory to
the Islamic homeland, the Holy
Qur’an, and the Revolution and
who are now active and ready
for self-sacrifice both at the warfronts and behind the warfronts.”
Iran’s contemporary history is a
clear witness to the all-sided and
active presence of the Muslim
Iranian women in various social,
political, military, and defense
scenes; the women who have

been and are ready to sacrifice
all their belongings in the way of
their faith and ideal and to ignore
their own wants and feelings.
Following the school of ‘Ashura,
women played a profound and
valuable role and created unforgettable epics in the course of
the sacred defense. The devout
Iranian women’s role in the eightyear-long sacred defense is undeniable and shows that their spirit
of self-sacrifice was based on full
awareness. The women, who
rushed to the help of the brave
combatants to protect the sacred
system of the Islamic Republic,
strengthened their spirit through
exhibiting their own spirit of selfsacrifice, thus, adding the golden
pages to the history of the honor-

able struggles of this country. Besides, they have raised children
who grew up to be well-aware
defenders of Islam and the country.
It can rightfully be said that
the resistance and cooperation
shown by the heroic Iranian women in the course of the imposed
war have been unprecedented in
the world, as Imam Khomeini (ra)
has stated: “We take pride in ourselves for the resistance shown
by our high-spirited women in
the front ranks, in the face of the
oppressive ex-regime and then
in fighting against the superpowers and their agents. The selfsacrifice and resistance rendered
by these great women in the
imposed war have been really

7

amazing, so much so that words
cannot express them.”
One of the most significant
manifestations of the women’s
presence during the years of the
sacred defense was their role in
supporting and preparing the
provisions for the combatants at
the warfronts. In the early days of
the aggression of the Ba’athist enemy, most of the women’s activities were in a less organized form
and in centers like mosques, Hussainiyas, and schools, where they
cooked, made clothing, gathered
donations made by the people
and… for the brothers who were
fighting at the warfronts.
Really, it is necessary for the
Muslim Iranian women to try to
follow the spiritual model pre-

sented by those women and the
mothers of the martyrs in order
to be able to help in the second
phase of the Islamic Revolution
efficiently.
In short, it can be said that the
Muslim Iranian women created
epic during the sacred defense
years beyond description. In fact,
at various junctures of the history of the Islamic Revolution, in
particular during the years of the
sacred defense, they successfully
played the role and mission as
combatants, and as supporters
and patrons of their men.
The Islamic Republic of Iran has
enjoyed such lofty models patterned after the Muslim women
models of the early history of Islam. Indeed, Iranian women fol-

lowed in the footsteps of Hazrat
Zahra (sa) and Hazrat Zeinab (sa),
in trying to fulfill their Divine and
humane duties in the years of the
sacred defense. And the mothers and wives of martyrs, inspired
by the lessons learned from the
heroines of ‘Ashura managed
to perform their responsibilities
through coping with the problems, losses, and emotions gracefully. Certainly, no such victorious
resistance could be formed in
those days, had it not been for
their steadfastness, self-sacrifice,
and ceaseless help.

Mohammad Assadi
Movahed
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Wise Words by
Imam Khomeini

Our respected women brought victory to the Revolution through their
courageous presence.
The resistance and self-sacrifice made by
these great women in the course of the imposed war are so amazing that make pen and
expression unable and rather humbled while
describing them. I have witnessed such scenes
concerning the mothers, sisters, and wives of
martyrs, which I think are matchless and are
just found in this Islamic Revolution. All such
scenes are unforgettable for me, no doubt,
but one particularly astonishing was the marriage of a young girl with a dear Revolutionary
Guards Corps member who had lost both his
arms and also had suffered severe injuries in
his eyes in the war. That brave, high-spirited
and very sincere girl said: “Since I cannot go to
the war fronts, I want to pay my debt to my religion and to the Revolution by this marriage.”
No writer, no poet, no philosopher, no artist,
no orator, no scholar, and no theologian can
express or illustrate such spiritual greatness
and its humane values and Divine beauty. And
no one can evaluate, through common criteria, that young girl’s spirit of seeking God’s
pleasure, self-sacrifice, and spiritual elevation.
Indeed, the blessed ‘Woman’s Day’ is the day
for honoring such great women as that girl.
May Allah protect them and help them serve
Islam and Iran and the goal of leading Iran to
greatness more and more. (1982 A.D.)
It is the light of the Holy Qur’an and Islam that has been manifested in the hearts
of the whole Iranian nation. It is due to the
light of Iman (faith) which even you ladies
desire martyrdom and do not fear death
in the way of your sacred goal. (1979 A.D.)
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Whenever I observe the respected
women who are most determined in the
way of the sacred goal and are ready to
tolerate any hardship and even long for
martyrdom, I feel assured that this way
will end in victory. (1979)
You see how these people, these
youngsters, mothers, and fathers are
making sacrifices in this war. (1982)
May Allah’s salutations be upon
women who attained the high position
of martyrdom in the Revolution and in
defense of our homeland.
Just look at the history from the early
days till now! Nowhere in history can you
find the like of such women, both old
and young who, ignoring their normal
personal tendencies, choose to shoulder the heavy burden of supporting the
combatants, the army, the Guards Corps,
and the police and to serve the country
shoulder-to-shoulder with men. (1980)
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The nation whose men and women
love martyrdom do not care about material things, because their heart is with
God. (1982)

Allah the Almighty gave our country
this victory and we hope for more and
more strengths and glory for our nation
and Islam. We hope that supported by
you devoted Iranian ladies, the youth,
and the others who are fighting at the
warfronts will succeed in gaining victory
in the war and will also succeed in constructional efforts in the country and in
doing other useful works for the country.
(1981)
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I salute the sisters and brothers who
bravely stood up in the way of God,
made sacrifices, and suffered injuries
and disabilities. Their self-sacrifice made
our nation greatly honorable to the
world. (1979)
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May the Islamic movement of the
great Iranian women be victorious and
glorified! This great part of the society brought victory to the Revolution
through their worthy and courageous
participation in defending the Islamic
country and the Holy Qur’an and are also
now engaged in supporting the combatants both at the warfronts and behind
the warfronts and are ready for any selfsacrifice in this way - we take pride in
them. (1981)

I salute all of you sisters and brothers
who have chosen to go on living your
honorable lives at the warfronts, with
no fear of death at the hands of the enemies of God and in the way of God and
are defending your dear country for God
through ceaseless self-sacrifices, teaching lessons of bravery, resistance and
sacrifice to the oppressed peoples of the
world and, thus, teaching them the fact
that God’s promise of victory for the oppressed in the world will come true. You
put to shame the superpowers and other anti-God powers through your struggles. I salute you and pay homage to you
for your patience and resistance. (1981)

Our people are all ready for martyrdom, our people, both men, and women
welcome martyrdom.
Some of our respected women have
asked me to pray for them to become
martyred. I told them that I will pray for
them to receive the reward of martyrs
and also to continue to live to serve Islam. These are great spiritual transformations that have taken place, and it
was just the spirit of love of martyrdom,
which in the early years of Islam led to
the advancement of Islam in the world
in just half a century. (1979)
A nation that regards martyrdom as
felicity is victorious. A nation that gives
everything for Islam is victorious. We are
victorious both in Killing and in getting
killed. (1981)

I am repeatedly visited by the sisters
and brothers who persistently ask me
to pray for them to achieve martyrdom.
It was this very spiritual upliftment that
made all classes of our nation unitedly
demand and struggle for the establishment of the Islamic Republic in the country. They became victorious because
they struggled for a rightful cause and
for truth. Remember that truth is always
victorious and, thus, continue to follow
this path. (1978)
Today our nation, both men and
women, young and old are determined
to stand up and fight against aggressive
assaults and to sacrifice their lives for
freedom, independence, and throwing
off the yoke of oppression. We expect all
other world nations and states to follow
this way and struggle for humane values.
(1982)
A nation whose young, newly married
girls and boys volunteer for martyrdom
and who are ready to suffer any harm in
the way of God is victorious.

It is really extraordinary that our exemplary women, men, and children who
are hospitalized for injuries they have
suffered under bombardments, chant
slogans of love for martyrdom in their
beds, and the disabled war veterans desire to return to the warfronts. This is
above what philosophers and thinkers
write and above what artists offer. These
people have actually reached what the
others might have found through scientific and scholarly efforts, and have
found in the field of self-sacrifice and
martyrdom in the way of God what the
others have looked for in books. (1983)
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They bombed the site of the Friday
congregational prayers, wrongly imagining that this way they will make our
nation retreat. Yet the people created
a historic scene there, too. It was unbelievable but true. The explosion caused
no fear in the people present there, not
even in women and men who were accompanied by their children. They didn’t
move away and calmly sat just where
they were. This is how our nation is, in
spite of all threats. (1985)
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Nowhere in the world can you find
a nation like our nation that supports
its government and armed forces so
sincerely. You cannot find such a nation all through human history; a nation whose little children offer their
pocket-money and whose old village
women offer their eggs for the armed
forces. This is a value and should be
preserved. The victory of our nation
is due to such values. Islam has won
the people’s hearts and this winning is
above the victory of the country. People would not support the armed forces in a war during the Pahlavi regime
and would even pray for their defeat,
while we see, for example, in Khorasan, women voluntarily bake bread
for those who are fighting in Ahwaz.
This is due to the effect of Islam upon
their hearts. (1980)
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The greatest happening in Iran has
been the spiritual promotion of Iranian women. In this Movement and
Revolution, Iranian ladies’ share is
more than that of men, and today also
they are playing more effective roles
behind the warfronts. Their duty of
raising children and educating them
is also most important. Women have
certain emotions exclusive to themselves, which are not possessed by
men. Therefore, women are motivated
to fulfill more valuable tasks than what
men do. Those emotions have led our
women to render very useful services
in serving the country and supporting
the combatants from behind the warfronts. (1981)

I feel great respect for the women who so
selflessly work for helping the armed forces of
the country. They are indeed engaged in Jihad
behind warfronts. This very wonderful selfsacrifice is itself a miracle in the Islamic Republic and a Divine gift for us. Allah, the Gracious,
has blessed us with this miracle for which we
should be thankful to Him. And we should appreciate their efforts and try to learn faith in
God and Islamic ethics from them. (1981)
Had it not been for the selfless struggles of you dear brothers and sisters who,
through your devotion and sincerity, attracted Allah’s particular favor, no power, and no
military force could save your country from
being drowned in this stormy sea of the
plots hatched by the Western and Eastern
powers and their agents against us. (1985)
Greetings be upon you courageous men
and women who in all parts of the country, in villages, towns, and cities encourage
the combatants through your donations
and other forms of help and contribute
towards the disclosure and nullification of
the plots of our enemies. (1982)
I am really grateful to you dear ladies
who in Qum and other places are helping
the country at such a critical time when
we are the target of ceaseless attacks from
every side by the superpowers and other
corrupt world powers. Your services are
even worthier than those of men since
besides working for Islam, you encourage
your young men and sons to fight against
the enemy. Allah will greatly reward you
for your sincere efforts. (1982)

13

Martyrdom and
Martyrdom-Lovers
from the Viewpoint of the Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei
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In the Revolution, the role of women
was greater than that of men.
I have seen women whose tolerance and
broad-mindedness in the face of hardships
and catastrophes are greater than those of
men. I frequently visit the families of martyrs
and have pointed out repeatedly that in the
martyrs’ families, one observes that often a
martyr’s mother shows more patience and
tolerance regarding the loss of her dear one
than his father. Of course, sometimes the reverse might be the case, but often mothers
seem more patient. It was the great victory
of the Islamic Revolution which promoted
women so greatly. The women’s role in the
Revolution was determining, and God-willing, they will continue to play a determining role in the future. For this purpose, we
need to value the women as they should be,
since Islamic values guarantee success and
prosperity for the county’s future. May Allah
bless you. (1991)
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In the numerous events of the Revolution and its victory, our women have proved
that their true values in life are very high.
The mother who offers her dear child in the
way of God and regards this as sacred without complaining is indeed doing a wonderful job. Her action is great by every criterion.
The same is true of the young woman who
has guarded her honor and chastity and tolerated separation from her husband for over
10 years of his having been a prisoner of war.
These are real values. (1994)

You see what a great miracle a Muslim
woman can do when she returns to her Godgiven nature and Divine origin! Such a miracle
happened, thanks to Allah, in our Revolution
and in the Islamic system. Where else can you
find such strength and greatness in women as
we find today in the mothers of martyrs and
the young women who encouraged their beloved husbands to go to the warfronts? It is
the greatness of Islam which, by Allah’s grace,
shone in our revolutionary women in the
course of the Islamic Revolution and which
is also shining today. They have proved that
they can acquire knowledge while observing
Islamic Hijab, chastity and while fulfilling their
house-keeping and child-raising duties. By Allah’s grace, today we have many educated,
scientist women in various fields in our country. They observe Islamic Hijab and also try to
perform their duties towards their husbands
and raise their children as per Islamic decrees.
There are many women in our country who
fulfill outstanding social and political activities, and their husbands are rightfully proud of
them. This is because they have proved that in
an Islamic environment and with Islamic spirit,
women can achieve their true perfection,
away from immoral ways, degrading tendencies to luxuries and consumerism. (1992)
There are some parents whose one child or
two or three children have been martyred and
there are some who have even four martyred
children. We have observed mothers of martyrs showing astonishing patience and resistance. By Allah’s help, I have regular visits with
the respected families of martyrs and I have
observed matchless strength in the mothers
of the martyrs. Really, what force is enabling a
loving, emotional mother to tolerate the loss
of her dear ones so strongly? (1991)

My dear sisters, daughters, and the ladies of our Islamic country! You should
know that in any family, in any environment, even a small one, and at any time,
Islamic education breeds great women.
It is possible even when infidels are the
rulers of a country as we have observed
the rise of great women both in Iran
(before the Revolution) and other countries. As an example, we can cite, Bint
al-Huda, Martyr Sadr’s sister; a brave
Muslim thinker, who managed to influence history and to play a significant
role in oppressed Iraq and eventually
attained martyrdom. The greatness of a
woman like Bint al-Huda is not less than
that of any great, courageous man. They
all have acted towards perfection and
shown the magnificence of human Godgiven nature. Really, breeding and raising such women is a must. (1997)

The wives of the war veterans voluntarily share the sufferings of their husbands and
shoulder burdens for which they will be rewarded by the Almighty God greatly. We owe
a lot to them and should express our appreciation for their efforts. Of course, they should
also know that the disabled war veterans are,
in fact, a blessing from God for them since
through serving them patiently, they can attain elevated positions before God. This is the
case with every good deed in this world. Noth-

I would like to emphasize that the significance of the role played by women’s gatherings in connection with the victory of the
Islamic Revolution has been mostly greater
than those of men. I mean to say that women played multiple roles since besides taking
part in the Revolution, they had to fulfill their
duties at home, namely to urge their men and
children to attend the scenes of the struggle,
while men would take part in the revolution
without having to make their family members do so. So, the women’s role required
great patience and perseverance, and had
it not been for the patience of the mothers
of the martyrs, many problems would occur
in connection with the war too. The Islamic
Revolution and the war gave our women
political awareness and growth, thus, making them determined to stand for their rights
and fight oppression. These were parts of the
benefits gained by the Revolution. (1996)

ing can be gained without taking pains. No
benefit, material or spiritual, can be achieved
without taking the trouble and suffering hardships. World nations will likewise achieve victory and honor if they try hard and struggle
for them. God’s pleasure, rewards, and paradise can also be obtained through endeavors
and tolerating hardships. So, one should be
steadfast and continue to work hard for such
great benefits, just as the wives of the disabled war veterans are doing. (2005)
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The DivinelyGuided Heroines

that women’s rights are violated in
an Islamic society, Iranian women,
inspired by the lessons they had
learned from the Divine school of
Hazrat Zahra (sa) and Hazrat Zeinab
(sa), openly rejected the Westerndirected theories of those who
claimed that women are against Islam and the Islamic Revolution and
also proved that like men, women
too, have the spirit of freedom-loving. They proved that martyrdom is
their highest and most beautiful ideal and that they had no fear of being
jailed and tortured by the infidel enemy, including the Ba’athist regime.
Today the history of the Islamic
Revolution and the sacred defense
clearly shows that had it not been
for the active presence of the faithful Iranian women on the scene,
victory wouldn’t be achieved by
the Revolution and the efficient defense of Islam and Iran would not
have taken place. Truly, the power
and the influence of women’s participation in the Islamic Revolution
and in various cultural, social, economic, and family-related fields as

By: Yaqub Soleimani

The role of Iranian women in the
Islamic Revolution, especially in
the sacred defense years has been
outstanding. Women martyrs and
veterans number 17000 and their
names are today shining like brilliant stars alongside the names of
the men. The self-sacrifice and devotion to Islam are not limited to
the period of the war. Rather, history tells us that since the oppressive rule of “Kashf-e Hijab” (forced
removal of hijab) was declared in
Iran by the mercenary Reza Shah
Pahlavi, Muslim women had started

to struggle against those anti-God
attempts and thus continued to
work against that regime in various
ways, up to the end of Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi’s rule. These women
amazed the whole world through
their sublime attitudes and miraculous achievements, proving that the
calculations made by materialismoriented sociologists have been no
more than miscalculations.
At the time when Westerners
claimed modernism and tried to
make the world people believe
that Islam oppresses women and

Truly, the power
and the influence of
women’s participation
in the Islamic Revolution and in various cultural, social, economic,
and family-related
fields as well as their
ceaseless contribution
towards the sacred
defense were so great
as to inspire their men
tremendously to be in
the forefronts
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well as their ceaseless contribution
towards the sacred defense were
so great as to inspire their men tremendously to be in the forefronts.
Imam Khomeini (ra) has described
such power and spirit in these
words: “Look at the history from
the early days of Islam till now!
Nowhere in history, you can find
the likes of such women, whether

attained the lofty position of martyrdom in this Revolution and in defending the country.” (1981)
Truly, the Iranian women have received life-giving inspirations from
Hazrat Zeinab (sa) giving them the
urge and courage to walk into the
scene of struggle and guard the
message and the goals of their martyred brothers, husbands, and sons,

In view of the significance of the issue
of women martyrs and combatants,
the Foundation of Martyrs and Veterans Affairs decided to hold the first congress on those ‘Epoch-making Angels’,
in order to present the models and lifestyles of the martyred, disabled women
and those having suffered years of imprisonment (as POWS) to the Iranian
people and the whole world. It is hoped
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young or old who ignore their own
natural wants and make such sacrifices for supporting the army and
the Islamic combatants. Allah’s
greetings be upon the women who

while observing Islamic norms and
decrees. Thus, they exhibited their
true piety and faith to the world,
proving the falsehood of the Western definition of women.

that this congress will be a service to Islam and to the heroic women.
Yaqub Soleimani, Cultural Deputy – Foundation of Martyrs and
Veterans Affairs
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Women Accelerated
the Movement of the
Islamic Revolution
Translated by: Mortaza Afradian

Excerpts from a lecture by Martyr Ayatollah Mortaza Motahhari,
the great Islamic theologian and philosopher on the role of women in the Islamic Revolution

As you know, the Islamic Revolution of Iran is a revolution which has
turned the criteria of sociologists
upside down and proved their socalled calculations to be just miscalculations. Undoubtedly, this is one
of the amazing and thought-provoking aspects of the Islamic Revolution. Western sociologists have
obviously found this revolution
unpredictable and immeasurable.
Due to a lot of propaganda against
Islam many in the West had come
to think that if a revolution has Islamic orientation and aims at implementing Islamic values, women
would for sure oppose it. This was
because of the false propaganda in
the West that women are deprived
of their rights, oppressed, dissatisfied and unhappy in an Islamic society, and therefore, would not participate in an Islamic revolution. But
the reverse happened and not only
did the Iranian women directly participate in the Islamic Revolution,
but also had indirect and indeed
very effective participation through
encouraging their husbands and
children and urging them to take
part in and support the Islamic
Revolution. Certainly the effect
of their indirect participation was
not less than their direct participation in the Islamic Revolution and,
thus, we can conclude that without
the Iranian women’s revolutionary
struggles and their support for the
Islamic Revolution, this Revolution
would not achieve victory. This is an
undeniable reality and is in itself an
extraordinary matter.
As a matter of fact, women can
be a great source of inspiration for
men. For instance, if women do not
play a role in a particular social development, men’s influence would

be reduced considerably, and by the
same token, if women play a positive role and express encouraging
sentiments, men’s power and influence would be multiplied. That is to
say, this way women, far from being
an obstacle in the way of men, will
accelerate their movement. This
fact has been manifest in our Islamic Revolution extraordinarily. Of
course, their direct participation in
the struggles leading to the victory
of the Islamic Revolution. including
their participation in demonstrations, while observing Islamic Hijab
and Islamic norms, and chanting
Islamic slogans had its tremendous
impressions.
Above that, we should cite the
selfless presence of women, facing the armed forces of the exregime whose bullets martyred
many women and men; particularly on 17 Shahrivar (7 September
1978), when that unforgettable
tragedy happened at the hands of
the merciless agents of the enemy
at the Martyrs Square (Maydan-eShohada) in Tehran. Many of those
martyred on that day were women
and they were the first ones to sit
down there to exhibit their devotion to Islam and the Islamic Revolution. Certainly, that tragedy was a
strange turning point in the Islamic
Revolution and was in fact greater
than the tragedy which took place
15 years earlier (on 4/6/ 1963) in
the course of which thousands of
people were martyred. It has been
said that following the 1963 tragedy the then military commander of
Tehran had visited the murderous
Pahlavi Shah and said to him: “Sir!
Rest assured that the people will
not dare to oppose you for at least
25 years from now.” Yet the reverse

happened and the Iranian people,
women in particular, launched the
Islamic Revolution, as a result of
gaining Islamic awareness, the victory of which amazed the world.
The leadership of Imam Khomeini
(ra) and his ceaseless efforts towards spreading true knowledge
of Islam and Islamic awakening in
the people were, undoubtedly, the
key factors in this development.
He taught the true Islam to the
people, including the women and,
thus, as we observed, Hijab-wearing women took part in the demonstrations, demanding an end to
the mercenary Pahlavi rule and the
establishment of an Islamic Republic. They were no doubt the pious,
faithful women who had learnt that
just through following Islamic rules
and teachings they can be free;
free in the true sense of the word
and not in the sense employed by
the faithless and irreligious. And
Imam Khomeini (ra) well knew
the value of such righteous, truth-

As a matter of
fact, women can be a
great source of inspiration for men. For instance, if women do not
play a role in a particular social development,
men’s influence would
be reduced considerably, and by the same
token, if women play a
positive role and express encouraging sentiments, men’s power
and influence would be
multiplied

19

seeking women and held them in
great respect. As we know, upon
Imam Khomeini’s return to Iran,
Muslim revolutionary women welcomed him most enthusiastically
and Imam Khomeini received them
most respectfully. I have heard that
since there were many women demanding to visit Imam Khomeini
and the site would become overcrowded, some people had asked
Imam Khomeini to permit them to
cancel women’s visiting programs
and just let men’s program (of visiting) continue. Imam Khomeini (ra),
however, opposed their suggestion
and said: “We expelled the Shah
with the help of these very women
- I will not cancel their program.”
Imam Khomeini has, elsewhere,
remarked: “Women took part in
this Revolution shoulder-to-shoulder with men and even ahead of
men. This is a reality.” It should be
mentioned that according to Imam
Khomeini, women’s participation
in those demonstrations had been
Wajib (obligatory as per Islam) and
that their husbands and/or fathers
have had no right to prevent them
from doing so.”
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Martyr Bint al-Huda
Sadr, the Herald of
Awakening
Translated by: Elham Salimi
Martyr Bint al-Huda Sadr (1938 1980), Seyyed Heidar Sadr’s daughter and martyr Ayatollah Seyyed
Muhammad Baqir Sadr’s sister, was
born in the holy city of Kazimayn.
Her mother, the daughter of Sheikh
Abdul-Hussein Ale Yasin, named her
Amina. Amina (nicknamed Bint alHuda) lost her father when she was a
six-month-old infant. She was raised
by her mother according to the
principles of Islam and after going
through elementary education, she

went to the holy city of Najaf together with her brothers, Seyyed Ismail
and Seyyed Muhammad Baqir Sadr,
and completed her religious education at the Najaf theological center,
in the field of Fiqh, Hadith, literature,
ethics, and Tafsir, and obtained the
degree of Ijtihad. Then, guided by
her brother, she started political and
social works and activities, launching
a fresh movement for guiding Iraqi
women and became the flag-bearer
of the women’s Islamic Movement

in Iraq. Her first essays appeared in
the al-Adhwa magazine, published
by a group of the Ulama of Najaf.
She also shared the works and responsibilities regarding a number of
schools in Kazimayn and Bagdad and
played a significant role in educating
the Muslim girls. She promoted the
Iraqi women’s awareness, propagated Islamic Hijab, and brought about
a considerable transformation in the
attitude of the society towards Islam
and women.
Bint al-Huda spent several hours
each day writing and also engaged
in ceaseless efforts, alongside her
righteous brother - Ayatollah Seyyed
Muhammad Baqir Sadr, in propagation against the dictatorial regime of
Iraq and made many sacrifices for
this purpose.
In the month of Rajab of the year
1399 AH (1978 CE), the agents of the
Iraqi regime arrested her brother
Muhammad Baqir Sadr, before her
eyes. She tried to accompany her
brother, but the agents didn’t let
her do so. It has been narrated that
she addressed the driver (of the car
which took her brother away) and
said: “One day you will wake up
and regret this act of yours.” And
Bint al-Huda delivered an amazing
speech just at that site, declaring
to her brother: “I will not leave you
alone. I want to accompany you just
as Hazrat Zeinab (sa), accompanied
her brother Imam Hussein (as).” And
as the car moved away, Bint al-Huda
caused the heart of the enemies to
tremble by her thunder-like shouts
of Takbir (Allah-o Akbar; God is the
Greatest) and then went to the Holy
Shrine of Imam Ali (as) where she
delivered a historic speech, making
the people cry and exciting them for
movement.

Her ceaseless efforts forced the
regime to release her brother from
prison, but before long, i.e., on the
20th of the month of Jamadi ul-Aval
of 1400 (April 6, 1980) both she and
her brother were arrested by the
agents of the blood-thirsty regime
of Iraq, imprisoned and severely tortured. She was martyred after three
days.
What follows are remarks by Hujjat al-Islam Nu’mani about Bint alHuda’s Jihad:
“Martyr Bint al-Huda’s Jihad
(struggle in the way of God) started
markedly from the moment her
brother was arrested in 1392 AH
(1971 CE) when the criminal forces
(of the Ba’athist regime) attacked
their home and so she had to protect
her brother’s small children against
them. Later, her brother, Muhammad Baqir Sadr was again arrested
in 1397 AH (1977 AD) in the course
of the uprising in the month of Safar. These were very hard times in
the history of Najaf, and there were
much stress and horror due to the
many attacks and arrests by the
Ba’athist agents. Yet under such hard
conditions, Bint al-Huda continued
to exhibit her matchless bravery and
to struggle for the release of her
brother.
In the month of Rajab of 1399
(1979 AD), the Ba’athist forces besieged their house to pave the ground
for the arrest of Seyyed Muhammad
Baqir Sadr once again. She said: “Tomorrow morning they will arrest
Seyyed (her brother).” and added:
“By Allah, I feel no fear. Rather I have
been expecting such a moment.” She
then went to her own room to burn
some pictures and letters which she
knew shouldn’t fall into the hands of
the enemy. When the Ba’athist forc-
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es, whose number was over 300, attacked their house, Bint al-Huda, like
the heroine of Karbala, Hazrat Zeinab
(sa), most courageously addressed
those armed-to-the-teeth mercenaries, saying: “Allah-o Akbar…Allah-o
Akbar! Look! My brother is unarmed.
He is carrying no guns, no machineguns, unlike you who have many
kinds of weapons… By Allah, you are
afraid, because you know my brother
is not alone and the whole Iraqi peo-

Bint al-Huda
spent several hours
each day writing and
also engaged in ceaseless efforts, alongside
her righteous brother
- Ayatollah Seyyed Muhammad Baqir Sadr,
in propagation against
the dictatorial regime
of Iraq and made many
sacrifices for this purpose

ple are with him. You know this; otherwise, you would not come to arrest
him with so many weapons and forces, and, that too, early in the morning. How can you claim that the Iraqi
people are with you and are members of your party? Whom are you
deceiving? Yourselves or the people?
As for us, by Allah, we fear no one, we
have no fear of you, nor of your jails,
we welcome death in Allah’s way….”
And when her speech ended, she
addressed her brother thus: “Brother! Allah is with you. This way is the
way of our righteous forefathers!” It
should be mentioned that her faith
and Zeinab-like bravery had obviously trembled the hearts of those
criminal mercenaries so much as to
make them silent and motionless for
minutes during which Bint al-Huda
spoke up so heroically against them.
It has been said that one of them had
attempted to shoot her while speaking, but he had been forcefully prevented from doing so by some people
around. I wish everybody could witness that unforgettable scene.”
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I Saw Nothing
but Beauty
By: Zahra Ebrahimi

Born in Iraq, she lives in Tehran as a war veteran. The spirit of
war is still with her. Her eyes are
filled with tears of joy and desire
to serve the nation. “I came to
Iran for I loved Imam Khomeini. I
was very young when I started to
distribute Imam Khomeini’s leaflets and photos.” How sweetly
she recalls her bitter memories of
life. “I was arrested several times
for handing out leaflets. Confinement was short, but tortures
were severe.”, she says. Despite
all those torments, she continues:
“I saw nothing but beauty.”, since

her paragon of tolerance is Hazrat
Zeinab (sa) (Imam Hussein’s sister).
Ameneh Vahabzadeh, a praiseworthy war veteran, has interesting stories to tell. The following interview indicates part of her firm
words and beliefs.
Q: How do you introduce yourself to our readers?
A: I was born in Iraq but I am Iranian in nationality. I hold a Ph.D.
degree in Judiciary Science and a
Post-Doctorate degree in Theology. I came to Iran for I loved Imam

Khomeini. The first time I met him
in Najaf, I was attracted to his ideology and cause, i.e., the victory of
Islam.
Q: Where were you when the
war broke out? When did you
participate in the war?
I was living in Tehran when the
war occurred. Before the war, I
had passed all required courses
on first aid and relief works. When
the war broke out, we were the
first group to attend the warfronts.
Q: How far is the Imposed War
similar to the ‘Ashura Uprising in
your opinion?
A: Both shared a similar cause:
safeguarding the Islamic values,
enjoining good, and forbidding
evil. There would be no sign of
pure Islam if Imam Husain’s epic
had not taken place, if there was
no bloodshed in Karbala. If we
had failed to resist those eight
years, there would be no sign of

the Islamic Revolution on earth.
Everything in our warfronts resembled Karbala. We too had sixmonth-old martyrs like Ali Asghar,
seventy-year-old martyrs like Hurr,
and thirteen-year-old martyrs like
Qasem.
Q: Why didn’t you prefer to
serve behind the warfronts like
many other women?
A: It would be impossible to
keep all facilities behind the warfronts. The frontlines were in dire
need of first aid. There were many
wounded combatants waiting for
first aid. At that time the Red Crescent clinic of Khorramshahr (a city
in Khuzestan province) had fallen
to the enemy. As a well-trained
woman in relief works, I went to
the frontline and served there. In
total, I served in the warfronts for
four full years, most of the time
in the frontline. My paragons of
tolerance were Hazrat Fatima (sa)
and Hazrat Khadija (sa) who treated medically the wounded soldiers
of Islam in the majority of Prophet
Muhammad’s (pbuh) wars.
Q: You are a 70% chemically
injured woman. How did it happen?
A: I was busy with the medical
treatment of outpatient combatants as usual. They brought in a
man wounded in the thigh. I was
working on his thigh to remove
the bullet when a strange noise
was heard and a bad odor spread
all over. I kept on removing the bullet, then I noticed the Iraqi regime
had used chemical gas. I wore
a gas mask. All the patients had
been affected with gas. They were
all quiet except one who was ask-
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ing for help. I could not be indifferent. Maybe he had the chance to
survive because he was crying for
help, I thought. Then I gave my gas
mask to him.
Q: If you return to those years,
knowing all about this difficult
future, would you behave the
same? Have you ever felt sorry for

It was for the
cause of God and for
the sake of the Qur’an,
Islam, and Jihad in the
way of God, that I gave
the gas mask to that
wounded soldier. There
is no feeling sorry
for any action for the
cause of God. I have
never felt sorry even
amidst the most unendurable pains

your decision?
A: It was for the cause of God
and for the sake of the Qur’an, Islam, and Jihad in the way of God,
that I gave the gas mask to that
wounded soldier. There is no feeling sorry for any action for the
cause of God. I have never felt
sorry even amidst the most unendurable pains. God forbid, but if
another war takes place, I will go
and fight for my country. This is
because this is the same country
and the cause will be the same.
Therefore, there will be no doubt
about that.
Q: How much did you follow
Hazrat Zeinab (sa) as a role model
for tolerance?
A: After ‘Ashura Uprising, Imam
Husain’s murderer, who was the
so-called caliph of the time, gathered all representatives of the nation in an assembly and sent for
Hazrat Zeinab (sa). He wanted to
humiliate her by asking questions
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and proving his claim that Imam
Husain (as) had revolted against
Islam. He asked Hazrat Zeinab (sa):
“Well, daughter of Ali! Did you see
how you became despised?” Hazrat Zeinab (sa) replied: “I see nothing but beauty!” And this firm response proved the rightfulness of
Imam Husain (as). This was how we
observed everything, we saw nothing but beauty. The pre-revolution
tortures were hard to endure, but
psychological torments in the war
were unendurable. However, we
tried to follow Hazrat Zeinab (sa)
as a perfect paragon of tolerance
and saw nothing but beauty in everything. Sometimes, we used to
shed tears, became uneasy, but all
secretly, because we thought our
tears might weaken the morale of
combatants of Islam. Then, the enemy could defeat us easily. We followed Hazrat Zeinab (sa) who cried
secretly, while in public she boost-

ed the morale of the survivors.
Q: How far is the third generation similar to the first generation
of the Revolution?
A: I believe in the youth of my
country. They are real assets of
this country. Today’s youth are
broad-minded, they have good
insight. They believe that those
who fought in the war enjoyed
the leadership of Imam Husain
(as) and that our martyrs, indeed,
showed the right path to us, so the
youth believe that they are dutybound to safeguard Islam.

we tried to follow Hazrat Zeinab (sa)
as a perfect paragon
of tolerance and saw
nothing but beauty in
everything

Q: Any concluding remarks?
A: He who believes in Vilayat or
Islamic leadership, will be safe. Any
revolution affiliated with Vilayat
will last long. Strong belief in Islamic leadership is the precondition for resistance. For instance,
when Imam Husain (as) was performing his prayers in the desert
of Karbala, seven soldiers formed
a body-shield to protect him. Then,
Imam Husain (as) could perform his
prayers, because he rose to enjoin
good and forbid evil. And seven
soldiers were martyred to protect
their leader. Imam Husain’s (AS)
companions were limited in number, but helpful in action because
they had strong belief in their leader. We, too, always pray to be able
to safeguard our cause and leave
that as a legacy for the believers.
This interview has been conducted in 2011.

Legendary Lady of Kermanshah:

A Symbol of
Resistance
By: Ali Asghar & Simin Pahlavan
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Every nation has some unforgettable heroes and heroines.
Iran’s war heroine Farangis Heydarpour is among those people
whose bravery will never be forgotten in the history of Iran and
the Islamic world. She is an extraordinary woman who at the
age of 18 killed an invading Iraqi
soldier with an axe and took another one captive and handed
him over to Iran’s Islamic combatants at the beginning of the
Iran-Iraq war in 1980.
Heydarpour is currently working on an agricultural farm and
earning her livelihood by establishing a small hand-weaving
business in Goor-e Sefid and Avzin in Gilan-e Gharb city in the
Kermanshah province of Iran.
We were determined to go to
her hometown seeking enthusiastically to conduct an exclusive interview with her and we
finally succeeded to meet this
brave Kermanshahi lady in her
hometown.
Prior to visiting Mrs. HeydarQ: Mrs. Heydarpour, please introduce yourself to our readers?
A: In the name of Allah, the
Merciful, the Compassionate,
I pray for the safety of the Supreme Leader, and pray for Islam’s martyrs and the late Imam
Khomeini (ra) and his sons. My
name is Farangis Heydarpour
and I reside in Goor-e Sefid village and Avzin in Gilan-e Gharb.
I have four children and all of
them are unmarried. I am a sister
of a martyr and a sister of a disabled combatant and my husband
passed away two years ago.

pour, we held a brief discussion
with the chairman of the Foundation for the Preservation of
Values of the Sacred Defense,
Brigadier General Abdollah Veisi, in downtown Kermanshah.
“Farangis (Heydarpour) from
Gilan-e Gharb city is a symbol of
bravery of people of this province who withstood the enemy
of our Islamic homeland,” Brigadier Veisi said.
He added, “Farangis is the
symbol of great and brave
martyrdom-seeking people of
this province who at the early
age withstood an enemy armed
with modern and sophisticated
weapons.”
Brigadier General Veisi went
on to say that in our Islamic society there are numerous such
women and the local authorities have appreciated this lady
on various occasions as a symbol of resistance of our Islamic
Revolution.
“As a symbolic gesture to
appreciate her bravery two
Q: Mrs. Heydarpour, your bravery is admired nationwide. May I
ask you to explain about that special day?
A: It was 1980. Iraqi forces invaded our border village. All my
brothers and relatives had left
to fight in the border city of the
Ghasr-e Shirin region. We were
informed that one of my brothers along with my uncle and five
others were martyred. After one
hour, their dead bodies arrived
from Ghasr-e Shirin. We were
busy burying them that the news
spread that Iraqi forces had oc-

statues have been installed in
Gilan-e Gharb and “Shirin Park”
in Kermanshah with Kurdish
dress,” Veisi stated.
Brigadier General Veisi pointed out that due to the dominance of arrogant global media
such epoch-making stories are
undermined.
After this short discussion,
we headed towards Gilan-e
Gharb’s Goor-e Sefid village.
Upon our arrival to the village,
the memories of resistance of
Islamic combatants were revived, and whatever we saw
ranging from the muddy walls
of the houses to Mount Chagha-Vand Heights once again
reminded us of the resistance
of the Islamic nation of Iran.
Suddenly, Farangis Heydarpour,
the source of honor of the Iranians appeared and welcomed
us in a delicate sweet Kurdish
Gilan-e Gharbi accent and took
us to her home.
Following are excerpts from
her interview:
cupied Gilan-e Gharb border city.
Iraqis attacked our village and
women and children took refuge in the nearby mountainous
heights barefooted. On the one
hand, we were grieving our martyrs and, on the other hand, our
children had been hungry all-daylong and the following night. Early
next morning, we decided to return to our village to arrange food
and other things for the children.
The helicopters of Martyr Shiroudi
and Martyr Keshvari were heavily
involved in pounding the positions
of Iraqi military forces in Tang-e

Hajeyan. Iraqi tanks and military
equipment had occupied our village. I came down from the hill
when I saw two Iraqi soldiers. I immediately attacked one of them
from behind with an axe and killed
him instantly and took the other
as a captive with all his military
equipment and handed him over
to the combatants of Islam.
Q: Mrs. Farangis, what was your
age then and didn’t you fear?
A: I was only 18 at that time and
had not married yet. We were
only thinking to defend our homeland and fear was something
meaningless as our main
objective was to resist
the enemies of this
land. Because I
despised the
enemy for
martyring my

brother and uncle (Khalou in the
Kurdish language) I was only concentrating on taking revenge.
Q: What about the other village
women?
A: All the women of Gilan-e
Gharb are brave. They suffered
all kinds of hardships during the
1980-1988 Iraq-imposed war.
They lived in the
camps. They lost
their beloved
ones and endured all sorts
of difficulties.
Our men were
fighting on the
war

fronts and showing unprecedented bravery and that’s why the
Iraqis withdrew from the region
within a short period.
Q: If war starts once again, will
you participate?
A: Our future is promising since
it is based on the Islamic values
that are the war between good
and evil. This time, too, if the enemy dares to invade our country
we will not give in and resist until
it is completely defeated.
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Q: What is your message for
the Iranian women?
A: My advice to Iranian women
is that they should observe their
hijab. We fought with determination, our blood was shed, we became war refugees in the camps.
Our martyrs sacrificed their
lives for the sake of our dignity so that we would not
feel ashamed in the life
hereafter.
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The Tasks and Duties
of Women in the
Islamic Society
By: D. Siham Azzouz
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Some analysts consider women
as a half of society, and others
say that she is the partner of the
man and they also said of her the
beauty and the joy of living. But
the most beautiful thing about
the woman is what Imam Ali (AS)
said about her “Woman is Reihana” and what Imam Khomeini (ra)
said about her: She is the partner

of the Qur’an by making men. Almighty God honored women in
Islam and elevated their status,
so no society can rise without her.
Imam Khomeini said that women are educators of men, and that
is why the happiness and unhappiness of countries are entrusted to
women, because with their righteous education they make human-

ity and their solid education will
make the living country. This conscious and profound understanding of the role of women pushed
the struggling Iranian women to
enter the battlefield and to participate widely in the revolution, and
underlined the need to continue
the struggle after the revolution
and to move society forward, so-

cially, pedagogically and scientifically. The Islamic system needs
women and men to build a strong
state, just as this state needs women of faith to build effective and
strong generations.
Today we are in a great and continuous battle with the enemy,
this arrogant and unjust enemy
who interferes in the affairs of our
Islamic countries and works to
sabotage our societies and uses
all means of soft war to achieve
her goals. The role of the believing Muslim woman here is to raise
generations of resistance who oppose this enemy by all means,
through scientific, cultural, political and humanitarian jihad, and
to prepare and raise generations
of true mujahedin to confront the
arrogant plans of the enemy.
The Muslim woman in Iran before the blessed Islamic revolution
fought patiently and steadfastly,
and during her defense of the
revolution she made all the sacrifices, so she reminds us here of the
steadfastness and patience in the
holy Karbala scene and “Sayyeda
Zeinab”, peace be upon her, as she
lost her brothers and children and
did not give up, and she stood in
the face of injustice with an influential speech that was the reason
for the establishment of a school of
Sacrifice, patience, and resistance.
The woman in Islam struggles to
defend her religion and the rights
guaranteed by Islam to be a true
participant in the building of the
nation, she is the partner of revolution, of jihad and of victory, and
she is the mother, sister, wife and
daughter, who has a great role to
play in raising effective generations to defend their homeland
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against any aggressor. She played
a fundamental role, until the rise
of generations of “Mujahedin”
and the sacrifice, who gave their
soul and their life for Islam and
for their homelands, thus they defended the oppressed, and confronted the forces of arrogance.

If the Islamic
society is able to educate women according
to the Islamic model,
women will gain their
true status and have a
fundamental and solid
role in the creation of
a cohesive society and
a role in the development and construction
of a society, resistant to
all forms of moral and
social decadence

The Encyclopedia of Martyrdom, on which were written
names like “Imad Mughniyeh,
Qasem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis”, is the witness of
these sacrifices with a long convoy of martyrs who watered the
earth with their pure blood.
If the Islamic society is able to
educate women according to the
Islamic model, women will gain
their true status and have a fundamental and solid role in the creation of a cohesive society and a
role in the development and construction of a society, resistant to
all forms of moral and social decadence. Correct Islamic education
creates a righteous woman and
makes her a basic pillar for raising
righteous generations.
This is the real equation to buy
into and bet on.
D. Siham Azzouz, Media Researcher/Beirut, Lebanon |
siham16fr@gmail.com
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A Brilliant Woman
AN INTERVIEW WITH MRS. SALIHI, MARTYR
LABBAFINEJAD’S WIFE
Translated by: Pooneh Rahmati
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Certainly, Muslim revolutionary Iranian women have admirably proved their ability and skill in
creating a balance between their
role as wives and mothers as well
as the role they can have in their
society. Undeniably, a society’s
progress and prosperity depend
largely upon the mental growth
and spiritual elevation of that society’s women. As can be observed,
Iranian women have increasingly
been active and present in society, fulfilling their social responsibilities while attending to their
duties at home. Fortunately, in the

constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, considerable attention
has been paid to women’s rights.
This shows the beneficial effects of
the Islamic knowledge of the concerned authorities in Iran.
On the auspicious occasion of
the birthday of Hazrat Zahra (sa)
which is also Women’s Day in Iran
and has coincided with the anniversary of the ten days that led
to the victory of the Islamic Revolution, this year, we conducted
an interview with a Muslim revolutionary woman, Parvin Salihi.
She has been the wife of Martyr

Morteza Labbafinejad and has
been engaged in political activities
since the days before the victory of
the Islamic Revolution in Iran. She
spent painful days in SAVAK (intelligence service of Pahlavi’s regime)
jails as a dissident and protester
against the Pahlavi regime. After
the Revolution, she has been engaged in extensive activities for
the progress and growth of Iran.
She has been a representative of
the people of Tehran in the 4th
round of the Islamic Parliament of
Iran and has also served as an adviser of the women’s section in the

'Ebrat Museum

Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting Agency. Now let’s read part of
the interview.
Q: Please introduce yourself
and narrate some of your experiences in life, before and after the
Revolution.
A: I am Parvin Salihi. I was born in
1957. I met Dr. Morteza Labbafinejad when I was just 16. He had just
graduated from the university in
medicine. He proposed marriage
to me and we got married six
months later. He was very religious
and so wanted his spouse to be
able to live with a truly religious
man in a proper way and without
getting into a dispute. As for me, I
also wanted a truly religious husband and so I was attracted to him
for his praiseworthy characteristics, and still, I feel deep respect for
him. He refused the scholarship offered by a university for continuing
his studies in America and said that
his presence in Iran was then much

needed by the people and so he
shouldn’t leave his country at that
time and go for such gains.
Later, we went to Tabriz (in
northern Iran) since due to our anti-Shah, political activities, we were
facing the threat of being arrested
by SAVAK. But SAVAK arrested
my husband when our child was
1-year-old. Following his arrest, I
left Tabriz for Tehran and trusted
my husband’s family with my infant
son. The next day I was arrested

Fortunately, in
the constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
considerable attention
has been paid to women’s rights. This shows
the beneficial effects
of the Islamic knowledge of the concerned
authorities in Iran

too and taken to the then police
headquarters (which has now been
turned into the ‘Ebrat Museum). I
was interrogated many times there
for six months during which time
my husband was executed at the
hands of the agents of SAVAK. Before his martyrdom, I had a meeting with him when he told me to tell
the interrogators that I was not yet
18 by then and so hadn’t reached
the legal age. This was because he
knew they would execute me, too,
unless I could convince them that I
was not a major as per the law. This
way, instead of a death sentence,
I was given a life sentence, which
then, was reduced to two years.
I was released after undergoing
those two years. I hadn’t seen my
son even once during those years.
After the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, I continued my studies
in the field of Midwifery in Isfahan.
Then I got my MA in Mother and
Child Health Care and after that, I
started as a lecturer at the university.
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Martyr Maryam Farhanian,
A Symbol of Faith
Translated by: Fatemeh Nuri

Martyr Maryam Farhanian was
born to a religious, middle-class
family in Abadan (Southern Iran)
in 1964. As a youngster, besides

attending high school, she would
read many books and take part in
various sessions on political issues,
thus gaining a deep understanding

of the evil nature of the world’s arrogant powers, world Imperialism,
and Zionism. As a result of such
knowledge, she joined the ranks

of the united combatants and took
part in the people’s demonstrations
against the oppressive Pahlavi regime. Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, she attended the training courses organized
by the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps and became a member there.
She lost her dear brother (who also
acted as a faithful teacher in her
life) just when 23 days had passed
since the invasion of the Ba’athist
regime of Iraq. The martyrdom of
his beloved brother (in the war)
added to her faith and devotion to
Islam and, therefore, she stayed
in Abadan to serve as a nurse and
help those wounded in the war. She
continued this honorable service for
three years and even after having
once been wounded herself. Later,
when there was no longer much
work to be done by her in hospitals,
she started working at the Islamic
Revolution Foundation of Martyrs
and Veterans Affairs in Abadan and
rendering services to the families of
martyrs in cultural and other fields.
Eventually, she attained martyrdom
at the sunset of 3/8/1984 while going to the martyrs’ cemetery to pray
at the grave of a young man whose
two sisters were accompanying her.
They were going to fulfill the will of
that martyr’s late mother who had
demanded visits to his grave by his
sisters in her place. As a result of a
mortar-shell blast, the two sisters
were wounded, while Maryam was
martyred. Now let’s read parts of
the remarks made by Maryam’s sister, Samira and other members of
her family about her characteristics:
“Since her very childhood, Maryam seemed different from the other
children. She would repeatedly tell
our father that she had seen Imam
Mahdi (AJ) in her dreams. She would
perform her daily prayers very at-

tentively and always showed dislike
for gossiping. Indeed, she would get
up and leave the room if she heard
that somebody was backbiting the
others. Both she and Mahdi (who
was martyred in the war) were very
orderly. She was never fussy about
anything and was contented with
simple food. She would also help
at home a lot in many ways, such
as making dresses. And she would
never complain about fatigue. Like
Mahdi, she was very brave and so
in the course of the struggles for
the Islamic Revolution, they helped
much in various ways, including in
the distribution of the texts of Imam
Khomeini’s statements and religious
books among the people. They
were both interested in the Islamic
way of living and unlike some other
youngsters, would not show interest in fashions. Of course, they were
very neat and kept their appearance good and pleasant. Maryam
and Mahdi were both very kind and
caring towards the others and as
our mother has narrated, they both
would try to eat less at mealtimes
so the others could have more to
eat. Maryam disliked showing off.
I remember that she was wearing
a simple dress at my wedding ceremony.”
Hadi Farhanian, Maryam’s elder

She would perform her daily prayers
very attentively and
always showed dislike
for gossiping. Indeed,
she would get up and
leave the room if she
heard that somebody
was backbiting the
others

brother has also stated in this regard: “In the Holy Qur’an, Allah has
told us not to regard the martyrs
as dead and rather to know that
they are alive and receiving their
Rizq with Allah. As for Maryam, I
should say that even as a child she
was very well-behaved, polite, and
she turned out to be a very religious
and also a helpful girl. She was particularly devoted to our martyred
brother, Mahdi. In fact, as Seyyed
Ali Dehdashti, the esteemed Friday
Prayers leader of Abadan said, a
martyr is light; the light of guidance
and so martyrs’ memory should
be kept alive and not restricted to
particular times and occasions and
martyrs can intercede before God
and for anybody they wish to. Such
is the high position of martyrs with
God and so we need to revive their
values and propagate their spiritual,
moral models through books, films,
and the like and to inform society
about them constantly.
“As for their spiritual and moral values, it should be said that
a glance at the life of martyrs is
enough to prove that from the very
beginning they had selected their
goal in life and aimed at making life
good for others. They wanted freedom and honorable life for the people and they sacrificed their lives for
this goal. They wanted piety for all.
As for Maryam, she was very careful about daily prayers and tried to
do the prayers on time without delay. She would fast many days and
indeed left behind many unforgettable memories of her. Everything
about her was sweet and lovely and
so we always remember her and
are, in fact, living with her. Certainly,
those who are always remembered
for the good words and good deeds
are not dead and will never die. To
us, Maryam and Mahdi are always
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alive. They were extraordinarily attached to each other and also uninterested in worldly attractions. They
would do anything to help others
and as we saw, she attained martyrdom while trying to fulfill the will of
the mother of a martyr.”
Javahir Farhanian, Maryam’s
other sister said about her: “Not a
single bit of jealousy or selfishness
could be found in Maryam. She
was very generous and would share
every good thing with others. As a
child, she was not a playful one and
mostly seemed calm and thoughtful. Later, with the help of our elder sister, she learned Resalah (the
book on practical laws of Islam) and
then shared her knowledge with
her friends, whom she would teach
at home. As a matter of fact, she
was always thinking about life in the
Hereafter and advised us not to get
attached to any worldly thing.”
Aqilah Farhanian, another sister
of Maryam, has also very interesting things to say about her martyred
sister: “Both Maryam and Mahdi
were very disciplined and forgiving. Maryam would never quarrel
with us and would instead return
any harshness we might show towards her with affection and tolerance. She was always contended
and never bothered our parents for
anything. Both Maryam and Mahdi
had high spiritual values and would

not engage in petty entertainment.
Even as children, they were regarded by the elders as honest. Maryam
and Mahdi were very close to each
other, so much so that in my childhood I sometimes felt jealous of her.
They would read the books of martyr Motahhari together and then
would try to impart the knowledge
to us. She would encourage me to
learn about Islam by, for example,
asking me to try to find the meaning of such and such verses of the
Holy Qur’an for her. And she was
very respectful towards our parents
and of course very careful about her
hijab. Maryam encouraged us and
her friends to get married, but herself, in spite of having many suitors,
refused to get married under those
conditions (of war) and would say:

The Islamic Revolution and the war also
left their miraculous
impressions upon us,
like the others, reviving
the sense of responsibility towards God and
towards the people. As
for Maryam, she was
already a responsible,
dutiful servant of God
Almighty

‘Even if one day I decide to get married, I will marry a blinded war veteran.”
Another sister of Maryam and
Mahdi, Fatimah Farhanian, has remarked the following about her
martyred sister: “I would like to start
my words by talking about martyrdom and martyrs. I believe we are
duty-bound to make the young generation familiar with the concept of
martyrdom and the position of martyrs. In short, I can say martyrdom
is bearing witness to a missing fact,
and our martyrs, both those who
became a martyr in the struggles
for the Islamic Revolution and those
who were martyred in the war, have
proved this fact through their blood,
namely by giving up their lives. We
should never let young people imagine that the end of the war means
the end of martyrdom. Rather, we
need to inform them about the martyrs’ goals, thoughts, values, and
code of conduct.
“About Maryam, I should say that
she had a tranquil soul (referred
to in the Holy Qur’an 89: 27). She
greatly loved Hazrat Zeinab (sa) and
always asked the Infallible Imams
(as) for help. No sign of selfishness,
hypocrisy, or arrogance could be
found in her. She was very God-fearing and advised us in this respect in
these words: ‘Fearing God means
avoidance of sins and being careful
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about one’s duties to God.” She herself was constantly trying to please
God Almighty. Maryam uttered the
expressions ‘God Knows.’ and ‘God
Sees.’ many times, because she always remembered God. She was
not rash in making decisions and
she always preferred the others to
herself.
“About martyrs, a lot can and
should be said. Mourning for them
and crying over their graves is not
sufficient for us if we desire to take
lessons from them and follow in
their footsteps. We should try to do
for our martyrs what Hazrat Zeinab
(sa) did after the martyrdom of her
beloved brother, Imam Husain (as),
and the ‘Ashura uprising. We need
to impart the knowledge and facts
about their goal and actions to all,
just as Hazrat Zeinab (sa) did and,
thus, protected the blood of Imam
Husain (as) and other martyrs of
Karbala. No Doubt, martyrs have
proved their faith in the Prophetic
lesson that this world is to be regarded as the farm for the Hereafter. Maryam was one of them. I
believe she deserved martyrdom
since she was pure in her intentions
and self-sacrificing in her deeds.
She even spent part of her life in
villages, helping the women and
teaching the Holy Qur’an to their
children. We owe our security and
prosperity to martyrs and should

pay our debt by copying their models in spirit and in action.”
Maryam Farhanian has another
brother, Ali, who has described his
martyred sister by saying: “The active presence of Maryam and her
friends encouraged the combatant
brothers to fight the enemy more
zealously and with greater courage.
I believe the psychological presence
of women has had a great impression and deserves lots of discussion and praise. They made many
sacrifices for the combatants in the
besieged city of Abadan and other
places during the war. They nursed
the wounded and brought provisions, including food for the men
who were at the warfronts, defending the country. Maryam’s efforts
in those days were ceaseless and

Like Mahdi, she
was very brave and
so in the course of
the struggles for the
Islamic Revolution,
they helped much in
various ways, including in the distribution
of the texts of Imam
Khomeini’s statements
and religious books
among the people

exemplary. She slept very little and
worked much and her devotion to
prayers and carefulness about Islamic decrees had won the admiration of the sisters around. I believe
her piety and faith were mostly the
outcome of the family environment
in which she was raised. Our father was very careful about Islamic
teachings, including the necessity of
earning halal (permitted by Islam)
livelihood and avoiding any haram
(forbidden by Islam). Both our parents tried hard to raise their children in accordance with the teachings of Islam and to protect them
against anti-God influences. The
Islamic Revolution and the war also
left their miraculous impressions
upon us, like the others, reviving the
sense of responsibility towards God
and towards the people. As for Maryam, she was already a responsible,
dutiful servant of God Almighty. She
fulfilled her duties towards God and
everybody else in the best possible
way. Her martyrdom was a greater
loss to our father (may God bless his
soul) than the martyrdom of Mahdi.
He used to say Maryam’s martyrdom had broken his back. She was
very pure and affectionate.”
May Allah bless all martyrs and
their esteemed parents!
May He guide us all to follow in
their footsteps to the last moment
of our lives! Amen.
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Disabled yet
Hopeful
Translated by: Arman Alimohammadi

Roqiyyeh Vakili was blinded in both eyes in a bombardment
by the Ba’athist regime when she was around six. Yet faith in
God urged her to go on living with hope for a fruitful future. She
studied ‘Child Psychology’ at the university and then started her
career as a teacher. She is also a mother of two. Let’s read part of
an interview conducted with her.

Q: Please introduce yourself and let us know what had
happened to you!
A: I was born in 1980 in Miyanehy (in East Azerbaijan
province) in Iran. As I remember, my life with my parents
and two brothers was both
sweet and simple. One afternoon in 1986, I saw the warplanes of the Ba’athist regime
of Iraq and that was the last
thing I saw with my eyes because as a result of the bombs
they threw over our town, I got
severely injured and lost my
sight. Thus, my beautiful, colorful world (as a child) turned
into a dark one. After spending
15 days in the hospital, I was
sent abroad for further treatment, because the physicians
there had found severe injuries
in my head. I spent about 40
days abroad and then returned
to Iran to find out that my dear
father had been martyred in
that same bombardment. That
news made me very sad, but
I didn’t lose hope. We moved
to Tehran because I could no
longer study in an ordinary
school in our town. In Tehran,
I started studying in the second grade at a special school
for blind children. There I had
classmates most of whom had
been unfortunately born blind.
I thought I was somehow fortunate that at least I had six years
to see the wonders and beauties of the world with my eyes,
while most of those children
had never seen anything. Maybe God Almighty wanted me to
be at the side of those children
and get to know other things.
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So I was encouraged to study
hard and became successful,
so much so that my teachers
were amazed. Eventually, I got
my M.A. in ‘Child Psychology’
and started teaching.
Q: How many children do
you have?
A: I have 572 daughters. I
mean my students whom I regard as my own daughters. I
have two children at home too.
Q: What is your greatest desire?
A: I wish I could read all
books.
Q: What are God’s best
blessings for you?
A: Having a good family and
good friends.
Q: What are the things you
do with pleasure?
A: Reading and cooking.
Q: What is your desire for

the future?
A: Becoming a university lecturer.
Q: Since you have studied
psychology, please offer a
piece of psychological advice
to young people.
A: Do not regard problems

as big. You will be able to solve
your problems if you consider
them small and analyze them.
Thank you very much. May
God bless you and your martyred father with the best in
the Hereafter.
The interview has been conducted in 2005.
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Women of Courage
Following in the footsteps of the messenger of the school of ‘Ashura, Hazrat Zeinab
(sa), Iranian women created unforgettable
historic epics in the course of the Iraqi imposed war. They bravely supported their
men and took pride in having self-sacrificing
children. Those women have been the symbols of the love of martyrdom, believed in resistance to the last moment, and proved Iran
to be the land of self-sacrifice, resistance,
and martyrdom.
Khadijah Khorasani has been one of those
heroines who supported the combatants
in their defense of Islam and the Islamic
country throughout the years of the war.
She would raise funds and donations and
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prepare parcels containing foodstuffs and
other provisions for the soldiers of Islam at
the warfronts continuously and encouraged
the people to do so. She has lived in Gorgan,
the capital city of the Golestan Province (in
the north of Iran) all her life and is famous
among the people there for her struggles
in serving the cause of Islam. She is one of
those Iranian women of courage who taught
lessons of self-sacrifice to the world, proving that they are ready to sacrifice even their
dear ones for Islam and their country.
The Golestan Province of Iran has offered
Islam over 4000 martyrs during the years
of the sacred defense some of whom have
been women.

